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Hymn    169     Alleluia! Sing to Jesus 

1  Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; His the scepter, his the throne; 
Alleluia! His the triumph, His the victory alone. 
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion Thunder like a mighty flood: 
“Jesus out of ev’ry nation Has redeemed us by his blood.” 
 
2  Alleluia! Bread of heaven, Here on earth our food, our stay; 
Alleluia! Here the sinful Flee to you from day to day. 
Intercessor, Friend of sinners, Earth’s Redeemer, hear our plea 
Where the songs of all the sinless Sweep across the crystal sea. 
 
3  Alleluia! Not as orphans Are we left in sorrow now; 
Alleluia! He is near us; Faith believes, nor questions how. 
Though the cloud from sight received him When the forty days were o’er, 
Shall our hearts forget his promise: “I am with you evermore”? 

 
 
Invocation 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with us all.  Amen. 

 
Confession and Absolution 
 
P:  God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent 
hearts.  Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 
 
C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and failed to do 
what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.  But I am truly 
sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me a 
sinner.   
 
P: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit.   
 
C: (spoken) Amen. 
 



Lord, Have Mercy 
P:  For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and  
 joy, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
C:  (spoken) Lord, have mercy. 
 
P:  For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the  
 courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O  
 Christ. 
C:  (spoken) Christ, have mercy. 
 
P:  For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here 
 their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
C:  (spoken) Lord, have mercy. 
 
P:  Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your  
 tender care:  
C:  (spoken)  Amen. 
 
 
Song of Praise   CW: 334    The Common Doxology 

P: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! 

 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Lord Jesus, King of glory, on this day you ascended far above the heavens and at God’s right 
hand you rule the nations. Leave us not alone, we pray, but grant us the Spirit of truth that at 
your command and by your power we may be your witnesses in all the world; for you live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 
First Lesson  Acts 1: 1-11 

In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 2 
until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the 
apostles he had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many 
convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and 
spoke about the kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave 



them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which 
you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 

6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to 
restore the kingdom to Israel?” 

7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his 
own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from 
their sight. 

10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men 
dressed in white stood beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here 
looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come 
back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” 
 
 
Psalm of the Day         CW: 171 

1  A hymn of glory let us sing! New songs throughout the world shall ring: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Christ, by a road before untrod, Ascends unto the throne of God. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
5  Be now our joy on earth, O Lord, And be our future great reward. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Then, throned with you forever, we Shall praise your name eternally. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
 
Second Lesson  Ephesians 1: 16-23 

I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. 17 I keep 
asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of 
wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better.  

18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the 
hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, 19 
and his incomparably great power for us who believe.  

That power is the same as the mighty strength 20 he exerted when he raised Christ from 
the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 21 far above all rule and 
authority, power and dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in the present age 
but also in the one to come.  

22 And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over 
everything for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every 
way. 



 
 
Verse of the Day 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Surely I will be with you always, to the very end of the age. Alleluia! 
 
 
Gospel Lesson  Luke 24: 44-53 

He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be 
fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 

45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He told 
them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 
47 and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, 
beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 I am going to send you what 
my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on 
high.” 

50 When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and 
blessed them. 51 While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. 52 
Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 53 And they stayed 
continually at the temple, praising God. 
 
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C:  (spoken)  Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
 
 
Hymn of the Day   173     On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build 

1  On Christ’s ascension I now build The hope of my ascension. 
This hope alone has always stilled All doubt and apprehension; 
For where the head is, there as well I know his members are to dwell 
When Christ shall come and call them. 
 
2  Since Christ returned to claim his throne, Great gifts for me obtaining, 
My heart shall rest in him alone, No other rest remaining, 
For where my treasure went before, There all my thoughts shall ever soar 
To still their deepest yearning. 
 
3  Oh, grant, dear Lord, this grace to me, Recalling your ascension, 
That I may serve you faithfully, Adorning your redemption; 
And then, when all my days will cease, Let me depart in joy and peace 
In answer to my pleading. 

 
 



Sermon Text: John 14: 1-3        
 
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. 2 In my Father’s house are 
many rooms. If it were not so, I would have told you. I am going to prepare a place for you. 3 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and take you to be with me, so that 
you also may be where I am. 
 
 
Sermon Theme:                   Pastor Cox 

Ascension Points to What is Permanent 
 
 
The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 
and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



 
Prayer of the Church          CW: 170 

Draw us to thee, For then shall we Walk in thy steps forever 
And hasten on Where thou art gone To be with thee, dear Savior. 
 
Draw us to thee, Lord, lovingly; Let us depart with gladness 
That we may be Forever free From sorrow, grief, and sadness. 
 
Draw us to thee; Oh, grant that we May walk the road to heaven! 
Direct our way Lest we should stray And from thy paths be driven. 
 
Draw us to thee That also we Thy heav’nly bliss inherit 
And ever dwell Where sin and hell No more can vex our spirit. 
 
Draw us to thee Unceasingly; Into thy kingdom take us. 
Let us fore’er Thy glory share; Thy saints and joint heirs make us. 

 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 
The Blessing 
P:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord 
with gladness. 
 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
C: (spoken)  Amen. 
 


